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Annex P – the role of the Three  Person Team in Searching

Start





Search Examiner receives search


(Art 15(5), PCT, WIPO, Bilateral, AU etc.)


Search Examiner then:


Determines keywords / classification symbols and plans search strategy


Conducts informal searches using Espace, Google Patents, EPOQUE, NPL etc. and retrieves prior art found


Revise earlier search strategy (if necessary)


Identify Three Person Team (3PT) generally within 7 days.





Three Person Team (3PT) includes:


Search Examiner


At least one Examiner experienced in searching the particular technology


Another Examiner








Each 3PT member independently considers:


Classification


Unity


Construction


Broadness of claims, descriptive support


Determine which claims or group of claims or search statement to be searched based on:


Independent claims


Inventive Concept


Passages of the description (i.e. aspects)


Statements in correspondence (i.e. Art 15(5))


Dependent claims: determine trivial features, CGK, substantial features, well known in the art


Inventive step searching


3PT members independently consider a search strategy








3PT meeting:


Discuss all issues, agree on first search strategy





Option of Consulting Supervisor for:


Unity


Broad claims





NB: Supervising Examiner to  approve Lack Of Unity (LOU)for Art 15(5) or PCT applications





Search





 QA performed according to Examination Section practice





End.





Does 3PT consider results of search adequate?





3PT Reconvened:





Discuss search results


Identify learning











YES


Good citations found covering all claims e.g. King hits or good X or Y citations; or


Good citations not found covering all claims (e.g. only weak X or Y citations or A citations only), but 3PT considers that better citations are unlikely to be found in view of the search results.





NO


No X or Y citations found against some or all of the claims, but 3PT believes better prior art should be available.


Consider inventive step searching.


Consider consulting relevant technical and/or searching expert(s).





3PT reformulates search strategy





Include what was learnt from previous search e.g. new synonyms, classification  symbols, etc.








For Art 15(5) or PCT applications where 3PT agrees there is LOU
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