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Patent Searching Coverage and features provided on the Internet (as at 6 May 1999) 

  USPTO 
Full Text 

USPTO 
Abstract 

IBM IP 
Network 

Esp@aceNet 
B2 {freetext 
database} 

Country 
coverage 

 US US US, EP, WO, 
JP 

US,EP,WO, 
GB,FR,DE, 
CH,JP 

Patent 
Coverage from 
& start year. 
(Earliest 
Patent, 
Month/Year) 

 US 3930271 
1/1976

US 3930271 
1/1976

Text 
US3590129 

6/1971 
WO9700001 

1/1997 
JP06000001 

1/1994 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Images 
US3781914 

1/1974 
EP1 

12/1978 
WO9800001 

1/1998 
JP06000001 

1/1994 

US3557648 
1/1971

GB1204171 
9/1970

EP1 
12/1978

WO7800001 
10/1978

FR2728759 
7/1996

DE19628898 
1/1997

CH607813 
11/1978

JP51127546 
11/1976

Searchable 
area 

Full text Yes No No No 

 Claims Yes No Yes (US only) No 
 Abstract Yes Yes Yes (WO & 

EP titles) 
Yes 

Text Retrieval Full Text Yes No No Yes (not JP) 
 Chemical 

Formula 
No No No No 

 Claims Yes No Yes (US only) Yes (not JP) 
 Abstract Yes Yes Yes (not EP) Yes 
Image 
Retrieval 

Full Text Yes No  Yes (not JP) No 

 Abstract Yes No Yes No 
 Drawings Yes No Yes (JP front 

page only) 
Yes (JP front page 
only, JP55000003 
Jan 1980) 

 Image 
Quality 

Excellent N/a Good but 
prints go over 
multiple pages 

Excellent 

Family 
Equivalents 

 No No Yes US EP 
WO only 

Yes 
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  USPTO 
Full Text 

USPTO 
Abstract 

IBM IP 
Network 

Esp@aceNet 
B2 {freetext 
database} 

Speed of 
Retrieval 
(single 
document) 

Text Excellent 
20 sec. 

Excellent 10 
sec. 

Excellent 15 
sec. 

Excellent 20 sec. 

{the times are 
a rough guide 
only} 

Images (per 
page) 

Excellent 
30 sec. 

n/a Good 50 sec. Excellent 15 sec. 

Searching Boolean 
Algebra 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 IPC 
Searchable 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 Truncation - 
wilds 

Yes ($) Yes (*) Yes (*) No 

 Phrases Yes Yes Yes Yes 
 Proximity No No Yes within 256 

words 
No 

Piggybacking Referenced 
by 

Yes 
includes 
Title 

Yes includes 
title 

Yes includes 
title 

No 

 References Yes Yes Yes includes 
title 

No 

Search Report  Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Relevance 
Ranking 

 No Yes Yes No 

Sample IPC 
entry format 

 ICL/H05k0
01/$ 

ICL/H05k-
001/* 

H05K 001/ H05k1/ 

Additional 
Software 
required 

 To view 
images 
requires a 
freely 
available 
Internet 
Explorer 
plugin 
USPTO 
policy 

None None To view images 
requires Acrobat 
reader and an AR 
ActiveX plugin 
Esp@ceNet help 

Security  Site 
specifies 
that there is 
no 
recording or 
logging of 
searches 
USPTO 
policy 

Site specifies 
that there is 
no recording 
or logging of 
searches 
USPTO 
policy 

Site does not 
attempt to 
determine 
usage patterns 
& designed to 
provide 
anonymity for 
all searches 
IBM policy & 
policy 

No mention is 
made of the 
logging or not of 
searches 
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  USPTO 
Full Text 

USPTO 
Abstract 

IBM IP 
Network 

Esp@aceNet 
B2 {freetext 
database} 

Comments    The IPC mark is 
entered entirely in 
UPPERCASE 

Click buttons at 
page top for text 
retrieval. 

    Automatically 
defaults to search the 
word stem unless 
specifically disabled. 
(ie inject, injecting, & 
injection will all 
return the same search 
results) 

Does not handle 
complex searches. 
Complex searches 
of 5+ terms not 
possible 

     Provides several 
databases which 
only cover the last 
24 months of 
information 
 
Provides a 
Worldwide 
database which 
covers all available 
data 

     To print 
documents must 
use the print button 
on the Acrobat 
Reader Toolbar 

 
Tips to speed up downloading time 
Open multiple browser windows by using the right mouse button and choosing the "Open in New 
Window" option.  Allows multiple documents to be downloaded at once. 
The browser currently has set the option to automatically download all images.  If this option is 
unset then only text is downloaded, this is the fastest downloading option. 
 
No site listed above offers the use of encryption {or similar system (SSL)} of search statements sent 
over the Internet. 
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