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Foreign Filing 
decision period 

(12 Months) 
Convention or 

PCT 
 
 

First Filing 
(eg Provisional) 

gives  
PRIORITY DATE 

and  
TIMELINE 

START 

Final  date 
for PCT 

Application 
to be 
filed 

An applicant has 1 month to 
pay PCT fees without penalty. 
A second month is available.

Applicant 
has 2 

months 
from ISR 

or 
16months 
from EPD 
to  amend 
claims - 

to WIPO 

In some countries to get the extra 10 
months to enter the National Phase a 
DEMAND must be filed on or before 
19 months from the Earliest Priority 

Date 

National Phase 
in some 

countries is 
required at 20 
months from 
the earliest 

priority date 
months 

Final date for 
International 
Preliminary 

Examination Report 
to issue 

PCT 
FEES  

TO BE 
PAID 

Time for 
International 

Search 
Report and 

First written 
opinion to be 
established 
(3 months) 

DEMAND 
filed for 

International 
Preliminary 
Examination 

International 
Preliminary 
Examination 

Process 
(applicant may 

file 
amendments) 

National Phase 
entry in most 

countries. 
In some 

countries a 
demand is 

required to be 
lodged within 19 

months of the 
earliest prioity 
date to get the 

extra 10 monhts  

 In Australia, 
and some other 
countries, the 

time is 31 
months. 

Applicant may file 
their international 
application at any 

time within 12 
months of priority 

date - OR 
use it as the First 

Filing 

International 
Application 
published by 

WIPO 
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