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Guidelines for extracting patent publication information from AbS Drawers 
Background 

The Patent Search Tool Replacement project is replacing EPOQUE with ANSERA-based SEARCH (AbS).  
The extraction of patent publication information for the purpose of sending to the Analytics Hub 
requires a new approach. In addition, the native AbS data export format is .xft, so a workaround is 
required to convert into .csv format. 

Until further notice, examiners are asked to follow the workaround described in the instructions below 
to export patent publication numbers from AbS in .xft format and then convert to .csv before uploading 
to the Patent Analytics tab of the RIO Workbench.  An end-to-end solution for accommodating the .xft 
file type in A15(5) analytics report generation is in progress and the guideline document will be updated 
in due course. 

This material in this paper replaces the instruction of PMPP 6.2.10 Annex D (to be updated in due 
course). 

Important 

The most comprehensive list of publication numbers can be found in the Deja-vu drawer as this features 
all the documents viewed during the search.  It is the contents of this draw that will be exported using 
the instructions below. 

Preparation 

Before extracting patent publication numbers from the AbS Deja-vu drawer, you will need to import to 
the AbS the publication numbers of any patent documents to be cited in the Search Report that have 
been sourced through freely available databases or IT searching tools (i.e., not AbS, STN or 
GenomeQuest) and that are not already present in the AbS results that you will be extracting for the 
patent analytics report. 

Process 

1. Add the document(s) to be cited to AbS by specifying in a Marker the publication number(s) followed 
by /PN: 
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2. Select the manually added publication number(s) from the ‘Result list’ and click the ‘Mark 
selected results as Deja-vu (ctr+v)’: 

(NOTE: A yellow DEJA-VU tag will appear against the titles of each of these publication numbers, 
confirming they have been added to the Deja-vu drawer.) 
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Exporting patent publication numbers from Deja-vu drawer 

Once you have finished viewing results of the AbS search (and have manually added any additional 
patent documents to the Deja-vu drawer as described in steps 1-2), export the contents of the 
Deja-vu drawer as follows. 

(NOTE: This process also applies where a search was not conducted in AbS as part of the ITS, and 
the Deja-vu drawer only contains the manually added patent documents from steps 1-2.) 

3. Click the vertical three-dots on the Déjà-vu drawer, then select the ‘Export as X-file’ option: 

 

 
4. If you are using Edge, the Xfile will be saved to your Download folder with a generic ‘Deja-

vu.xft’ name. 

If you are using Chrome you will be presented with a Save As dialog box, save the .xft file to an 
appropriate location as “AbS [CASE NUMBER].xft”: 
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Approach to creating a .csv file for the Analytics report 

5. Open the .xft file using Excel. You may need to change the default opening program from Notepad to 
Excel. To do this, right click on the document, select ‘Open with’ then select ‘Choose another app’. 
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A dialog box will pop up with a file name text box. Enter the following text C:\Program Files\Microsoft 
Office\root\Office16\EXCEL.EXE in the file name text box then select ‘Open’. 
 

 
 
Click ‘Always’ in the next pop up to set Excel as the default way to open .xft files. Click ‘Just once’ if you want 
to have the option of selecting the program to open .xft files. 
 

 
 

6. If you get the following warning box select ‘Yes’. 

 
 

7. Select the first options in this box and Press ‘OK’. 

 
 
Excel may notify you the ‘specific XML source does not refer to a schema’ and that it wants to create 
one.  Press OK. 
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8. Highlight columns A-C, right click and press ‘Delete’. If you have used yellow sticker notes, also 
remove column E. 

 
 

9. In cell A1, change the text from “value” to “publn_number”.  

 

10. Save your spreadsheet document as a CSV (Comma delimited) (*csv) type. 

11. Title your spreadsheet document in this format: “AbS [CASE NUMBER].csv”. 

 
12. Upload a copy of the spreadsheet document in the Patent Analytics Tab of the RIO Workbench. 


